PRESCHOOL CONTEXT STATEMENT

Centre number: 3615

Centre name: Chandlers Hill Kindergarten

1. General Information

¢ Preschool Director: Rachel Douglass

e Postal address: 2 Education Road, Happy Valley SA 5159
e Location address: 2 Education Road, Happy Valley SA 5159
o DfE Region: Southern Adelaide

e Geographical location: 25 km from the GPO

e Telephone number: 8381 7493

e Preschool website: chandlerkgn@sa.gov.au

¢ Preschool e-mail: dl.3615.leaders@schools.sa.edu.au

¢ Enrolment/Attendance: 44

e Co-located/Stand-alone: Stand-alone

e Programs operating at the preschool:

- Sessional Kindergarten for eligible children (Monday-Friday, 9am-3pm)
- Bilingual Support as required — funded by DfE.
- Preschool Support as required — funded by DfE.

2. Key Centre Policies
Service philosophy

Play

We recognise play as an essential and powerful part of childhood. Through play, children
develop a powerful sense of identity, wellbeing and belonging, while building dispositions for
lifelong learning such as curiosity, creativity, persistence, and confidence.

At Chandlers Hill Kindergarten, we value the relationships children form with each other, with
educators, with families and with the natural world. Our play-based environment invites
children to connect, collaborate and learn alongside one another. Engaging with nature is an
important part of our curriculum, offering children opportunities to explore, wonder and develop
a deep respect for their environment.

Educators intentionally design spaces, materials and provocations that are inviting,
challenging, and exciting. These experiences spark thinking, encourage problem-solving and
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inspire children to take risks in their learning. We provide the time, freedom and support
children need to engage in meaningful, inclusive, and intrinsically motivated play.

We honour children’s agency by ensuring their play is purposeful, joyful, and responsive to their
interests, strengths, and ideas.

Relationships

Chandlers Hill Kindergarten is a warm and inclusive environment that honours each child’s
relationships with family, community, culture, and place. We deeply value the partnerships we
build with families, recognising that strong relationships between educators, children and their
families are essential to each child’s learning and wellbeing. Using a strengths-based approach,
we celebrate and extend children’s existing skills, knowledge, and dispositions.

Our educators nurture social and emotional growth by remaining attuned and responsive to
children’s thoughts, feelings, and experiences. Communication is prioritised so that children
learn with and from one another, developing confidence and connection. Children also build a
meaningful relationship with nature and the local environment.

As a community, we continue to strengthen our understanding of Kaurna history, culture, and
language, ensuring these relationships guide and enrich our shared learning.

Nature & Sustainability

We provide rich opportunities for children to explore and engage with our large natural garden,
helping them develop a powerful sense of place through hands-on experiences in nature. Our
outdoor environment includes vegetable garden beds, abundant natural shade, and frequent

visits from wildlife such as birds, possums, and the occasional koala. These daily interactions
support children’s sensory development, strengthen their physical skills, foster curiosity, and

build dispositions for learning, care for Country and respect for living things.

Sustainability is embedded in our everyday practice. Children take part in recycling and reusing
materials, composting and adding fruit scraps to our garden systems. Our kindergarten also
partners with the local council to deliver workshops throughout the year, extending children’s
understanding of recycling, waste reduction and sustainable living. Through these experiences,
children grow their knowledge, confidence, and responsibility as environmental caretakers.

3. Curriculum

Mandatory Frameworks used:
e Early Years Learning Framework — Belonging, Being and Becoming
o Keeping Safe: Child Protection Curriculum
e Preschool Literacy and Numeracy Indicators

e Program Achieve “You Can Do It,” which develops children’s social and emotional skills
and learning dispositions such as persistence, resilience, confidence, getting along with
others and organisation.
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4. Centre-Based Staff
e Staff Profile:

o Full-time Director
o One full-time teacher
o Two part-time teachers
o One part-time Early Childhood Worker (educator) for Preschool Support
e All staff participate in the DfE Performance Management Program every six months.

o Access to specialist support staff is available through DfE when required.

5. Centre Facilities

Buildings and grounds

Chandlers Hill Kindergarten was established in 1980 in the current building, after its original use
as Happy Valley Primary School from 1898 until 1980. The school was then relocated to the
western side of the road. The building is owned by the Department for Education. It is situated
on a suburban street within Happy Valley and is located within close proximity to HVPS,
Bethsalem Aged Care, Stepping Stones CCC, Blue Dolphin Swimming School, the CFS and
Happy Valley reservoir. The site offers large, beautiful indoor and outdoor learning spaces, with
lots of space for children to spread out, explore, be challenged and enjoy our lovely nature play
environment.

e Capacity (per session): 22
e Centre Ownership: Department for Education
e Access for children and staff with disabilities:

o There are currently no disabled toilet or nappy change facility onsite.

6. Local Community

General characteristics:

e Most families speak English at home, though enrolments from culturally and
linguistically diverse backgrounds are increasing.

e Parents and the wider community engage with the preschool through the Governing
Council, fundraising and special events.

e Our main feeder school is Happy Valley Primary School, followed by a range of other DfE
schools. A small number of children transition to non-government schools.
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7. Further Comments

Chandlers Hill Kindergarten is part of the South Valley Partnership.

The kindergarten maintains strong connections with Reception classes at Happy Valley
Primary School. This includes class visits to our kindergarten and transition discussions
between teachers.

Children aged 4 and over can access before- and after-kindy care at Happy Valley PS
OSHC, which operates Monday-Friday during term time and provides vacation care
during school holidays.

Stepping Stones CCC offers before- and after-kindy care on Tuesdays and Thursdays
only, including drop-off and pick-up at 3pm.
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